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OVERVIEVAIMost everyone is a pedestrian stmetime andas such, is a vulnerable road user. Risks t:o
safety are heightened because pedestrians are not surrounded by the protection of aevahitin the |
event of a crash, are more susceptible to the possibility of death or serious iAjIgy pedestrian we are at
greater risk of death and injury if hit at impact speeds abov&Bh. The nost vulnerable are children and
older people Pedestrans are mostexposedin busy areaswith almost 1 in 5 serious casualtie®n
metropolitan roads.
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Over the last five years (282019) almost1 in every 7 road deaths in South Australia was a pedestrian. In
addition to fatalities, there are on averad® pedestrians seriously injured ar&80who received minor ‘
injuries on South Australian roads each yeBlease note that users of wheelchairs, motorised wheelchairs
and gopher/mobility scooters are also considered pedestrians and are included as pedestritis
document.

Figure 1:Pedestrian fatalities pr year, South Australis2010-2019
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Figure 1shows the number of pedestrian fatalities per year for the perioti®2019. Whilstin the last ten

years pedestrian fatalitehave fluctuaed, in 2019, 21 pedestrians were killedThis isthe highestnumber
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in the past 10 years anchore thanthree times pedestriarfatalities from the previous yeaiThe 5 year

averages14.

Time of Day
Pedestrian seriousasualtycrashes oaar during all times of thelay, however there are peak times when
the number of serious caslties is particularly highNearly one quarterof all serious casualty crashes

involving a pedestriawere during the hours 08 pmand6 pm

Figure 2 Percentag of fatal and serious injury crashes involving a pedestrigg time of day, South
Australia,2015-2019
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The risk of a crash involving a pedestrian resulting in a serious ootatalmeincreases substantialit
night. Around one thirdof casualty crashesccur during the hours of 6pm to 6am aonfl these 31%
resulted in afatal or seriousinjury. By comparisonof the casualty crashes that agted duringday
light hours 6am to 6pn), less than a quarte(23%)resulted in &tal or serious injury as illustrated in
Table 1.
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Tablel: Percentage otasualtycrashes in which a pedestrian wéit by time of day and severt, South
Australia, 205-2019

Time Minor injury Serious offatal Total
crash ~_injury crash |
6am-6pm | 71% 23% ~ 100%
6pm-6am 69% 31% 100%

Figure3 shows the frequency dhtal ard serious injurypedestrian crashes byeekday and indicates the
lowest number of crashes occuon aSurday, and the spread across weekdaysrédatively evenwith the

highest numbeccurring on & uesday andrriday

Figure 3: Percentage offatal and serious injury crashes involving a pedestridnoy weekday, South
Australia, 205-2019
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RuralversusMetropolitan

Forthe 5 yearperiod 2015-2019, 82% of all fatal and seriousinjury crashesnvolving a pedestriain South

Australiaoccured in metropolitan areasThis is not surprisingiven thehigher volume of pedestriansnd

traffic. Pedestrian crashes accounted fb4% of all fatal andseriousinjury crashes in the metropolitan

area comparel to 5% inrural South Australia.

Table2 showsthe Local Government Areaghere the highest number datal andserious injury pedestrian
crashesoccurredover the past 5 yearsThese crashes represef% ofall pedestrianserious casualty
crashedor the period 201582019
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Table2: Local Government Areawith the highest number offatal and serious injury cragtsinvolving a
pedestrian South Australia2015-2019

Speed Limit of Road

Local Government Area Fatal or serious injuy
e e ey |

Adelaide 57
Port Adelaide Enfield 31
West Torrens 26
Onkaparinga 24
Playford 23
Charles Sturt 23
Salisbury 21
Marion 19
Norwood Payneham St Peters | 15
Campbelltown 12
Unley 11

There is evidencehait small reductions in urban travel speeds can markedly reduce the number of fatalé

pedestrian crashes. OhMarch 2003 the default urban speed limit in South Australia was reduitech

60 km/h to 50 km/h. Sudies found that on roads where the speed iirwas reduced from 6&m/h to

50km/h the average travelling speed fell by 2.3kmthe first year the 50km/h default limit was

introducedand the number of people injured in crashes fell by 24%. The numberr médestrian casualty

crasheglecreasedy 21% in the 3 years after the limit was reduced tok&@h?.

Figure 4:Percentage offatal and serious injury crasts involving a pedestrianby speed limi of road,

South Australia 2015-2019?
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During the years 21b-2019, 45% of allfatal and serious injury crashes involviagpedestrian in South
Australia occurred on roads with a 50 km/h speed limit and a fur886 were on roads with 80 km/h
speed limit. This is to be expected as most of the pedestrian activity woaldiioon thesemetropolitan

arearoads.

Pedestrian Crossings and Traffic Signals

In the past 5 years, the majority (59%) of intersectioedpstrian seriouscasualy crashes occurreet
intersectionswhere there isno pedestrian crossing draffic control devicepresent Attempting to cross
the road where there is no trafficontrol facilitiesis more risky when pedestrians ammpaired by the
presence of alcohobr drugs Younger and older peoplean also have difficultymaking speed and gap

judgementswhen crossing roads

In the past 5 years32% offatal and serious injury crashes involving a pedestoecur at intersectionand
about 3% of altheseoccurred at pedestrian crossingehe majority of pedestrian serious casualt{68%)

occurredat mid-block sections of road (i.e. where there are no intersecting roads).

Table 3: Fatal and serious injurycrashes at intersectionsnvolving a pedestrian by control, South

Intersection Control Ll e serlous
|njury crashes

Australia, 205¢2019

‘Nocontrol  41%
Traffic signals 31%
Stop sign 16 13%
Give way sign 17 13%
Roundabout 2 2%

Total 126 100%

9 Of the 126 fatal and seriousinjury crashesover the past 5 yearahere a pedestriarwas involved

pedestrians were fatally or serioyshjuredin 115 of the crashes

Alcohol and/or Drugs ‘
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and traffic. Betweer2015 and 2019, 28% of pedestrians tested following a fatalityere found to have a :
blood alcoholconcentration of more than 0.05. Of those over 0.05most had a very high blood alcohol

content of 0.15 or more.On averagel6% of pedestriananvolved in a fatalitytested positive tocannabis

MDMA (ecstasy) methamphetamineor a combination of these drugs



Age of Pedestrians
Figure5 shows thepercentage of pedestrians killed or seriously injurdny age groupalong with the
proportion of the population they represent This indicates that70+ age group aréhe most over

represented

Figure 5:Percentageof pedestrianskilled or seriously injuredby age groupand populationproportion,
South Augralia, 2015-2019
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Elderlypedestrians have an elevatedski of injury from a collisiodue to the peceptual, cognitive and
physical deterication associated with ageind.dn older person is hit by a car, the outcome is likely to be
more severe resulting in a fatality seriousinjury. The higher involvement of older people in pedestrian
fatalities is indicative of the relative frailty of older peopleMany elderly people also have a greater
reliance on walking and are therefore more likely to be exposed to traffic as pedestrians than younger agei

groups.

Youngerpedestrians aregenerallysmallerand therefore harder for drivers to see antend to beless
predictable than other pedestrians. Children atsomore likely tohave serious injurieshen hitby a car
because their whole body is more likely to be hit by the vehicle frontage, comparbddift pedestrians

whoselegs are more likely to be hit and tlhupperbody thrown up onto the bonnet.

Figures 6 and 7 show the number of pedestr&nious injuriesand fatalitiesper 100,000 population in
each respective age growgnd highlightghat the most ovefrepresentedpedestrian casualtieare in the

70+ age group
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Figure6: Pedestrian seriounjuries per 100,00Qopulation* by age, South Australia, 22019
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Figure7 ¢ Pedestrian fatalities per 100,0000pulation® by age,South Austraka, 205-2019
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Gender of Pedestrians

Figure8 shows that @er the last five years a higher proportion rofile pedestrians have been involved in
serious casualty crashes than femal®f the total number of pedestrians killexhd seriously injured
between 2015 and 2019, 58% were male.This is indicative of the overabad toll, where males are over
representedin more serious crashesEven though rales represent the majority of pedestrian serious

casualties for 2@9 year oldsthe difference is less promineffior the older and very youngge groups

4 Australian Bureau of Statistics, Australian Demographic Statistics, Cat no. 3101.0
5 Australian Bureau of Statistics, Australian Demographic Statistics, Cat no. 3101.0
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Figure8: Serious and fatal peestrianinjuries by age group and gender, South Australi)15-2019

National Comparison

Figure9 shows the average fdity rate per 10,000 populationfor the 5 year period20152019 for
Australian States and TerritorieSouth Australi iate of 08 pedestriandeaths per 100,000 populatiois
slightly higher than the ratef 0.7 deathdor Australia.

Figure9 ¢ Pedestian fatalities® per 100,00(population for states and territories, 20%-2019
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